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What is a commercial setting?

Industrial scale transport of animals?
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European annual production is approximately 6 billion 
birds, with an average consumption of poultry of about 
23 kilos per capita per year (EU, 2014). The European 
poultry industry employs 300,000 people across Europe 
and has an annual turnover of 30 billion Euros (AVEC, 
Association of Poultry Producers and Poultry Trade in the 
EU, 2014). 
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The Broiler Directive (2007/43/EC) is unique
amongst current EUDirectives
a) It uses outcome data, collected at abattoirs 
and on farm to monitor on farm broiler welfare. 
b) To ‐ vary the maximum permitted stocking 
density on farm. 
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REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO 
HOLDINGS

In addition to the relevant provisions of 
other relevant Community legislation, the 
following requirements shall apply:

Light

6. All buildings shall have lighting with an 
intensity of at least 20 lux during the 
lighting periods, measured at bird eye 
level and illuminating at least 80 % of the 
useable area. A temporary reduction in 
the lighting level may be allowed when 
necessary following veterinary advice.
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ANNEX I

REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO HOLDINGS

In addition to the relevant provisions of other 
relevant Community legislation, the following 
requirements shall apply:

Drinkers

1. Drinkers shall be positioned and maintained in 
such a way that spillage is minimised.

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 2007/43/EC of 28 
June 2007 laying down minimum rules for the 

protection of chickens kept for meat 
production
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Manually assessed animal outcome measures for 
broiler chickens have started to be used alongside 
the use automated on farm measurements of 
climate, feed intake, animal growth and camera and 
sound based automated precision livestock (PLF) 
farming methods (eYeNamic) in our pilot studies 
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Manual Assessment 
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PLF 
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Precision Livestock Farming (PLF) 
represents the potential for use 
of continuously automated 
measurements made directly on 
the animal or of its environment. 
PLF data may be translated into 
key indicators for animal welfare, 
animal health, productivity and 
environmental impact, thus 
allowing the farmer to better 
manage his farm process. 



22



23



24





26

REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO 
HOLDINGS

In addition to the relevant provisions of 
other relevant Community legislation, the 
following requirements shall apply:

Litter

3. All chickens shall have permanent 
access to litter which is dry and friable on 
the surface.
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Wet and sticky
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Manual Assessment PLF 



• Some measures are already required to be collected by the 
competent authority to comply with the requirements of the 
Broiler Directive (2007/43/EC)  ‐ and at the farm, it is apparent 
from that automated (PLF) measures are potentially highly
applicable;

• On farm measurement of;  Space Allowance

• At slaughter measurement of; Ascites, Oedema, Cellulitis, 
Dermatitis, Dead on Arrival, Emaciation, Joint Lesions, 
Respiratory Disease, Foot Pad Dermatitis.
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PLF measures may be ‘partially’ applicable in other areas that 
are required as part of the Broiler Directive;

• On farm measurement of;  Litter Quality, Bird Thermal
Behaviours, Bird Cleanliness, Water use.
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It is apparent that PLF measures may be highly applicable in 
other areas that are not (currently) required as part of the 
Broiler Directive;

• On farm measurement of;  Walking ability (gait score), 
Resting Behaviour, General Activity Levels, Human Animal
Interaction, Growth/Performance, Body Condition.
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Foot Note
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