
CAWA 
Wageningen Centre for Animal Welfare and Adaptation  

Dutch animal welfare education - collective 

understanding and individual application 

Marko Ruis, Hans Hopster 

EAAP 2012 - Animal welfare research and education in an 

enlarged Europe 



CAWA 
Wageningen Centre for Animal Welfare and Adaptation  

The authors 

 Marko Ruis 

 Hans Hopster 

 

● Wageningen UR Livestock Research – dpt Animal 
Welfare 

 

 

● Animal Welfare Group at Van Hall Larenstein, 
University for Applied Sciences 

 



CAWA 
Wageningen Centre for Animal Welfare and Adaptation  

Collective understanding at national level 

 “Sharing knowledge for the benefit of all” 

 

 Besides transfer of knowledge, creating awareness 
and reflection from the professional actions and 
choices – individual application 

 

 Required: Infrastructure/network for cooperation 
and implementation of animal welfare in the 
national educational landscape 

 

 Animal welfare infrastructure works well at a 
national level. Blueprint for other countries? 
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Dutch animal welfare infrastructure 

 Animal Welfare Web (Dierenwelzijnsweb) – Dutch 
portal and website on animal welfare 

 

 

 National animal welfare education team – 
cooperation between various schools and research 
institutes, initiating and supporting projects 

 

 Animal Welfare Group – one coordinating school, 
being the driving force behind the activities of the 
Animal Welfare Web and the national team  
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Animal Welfare Web 

 Dutch portal and website on animal welfare, available 
for schools, researchers, professionals, policy makers 
etc.  

 

 Managed by representatives from different schools and 
research institutes 

 

 Structured around knowledge, news, experiences, 
events, opinions, educational resources on animal 
welfare 
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Website: www.groenkennisnet.nl/dierenwelzijnsweb 
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National animal welfare education team  

 

 Cooperation between various schools and research 
institutes 

 Generating projects in which state-of-the-art animal 
welfare knowledge is examined in detail, selected and 
applied and distributed for use in teaching and in 
practice 

 Seeks close cooperation with NGO’s, other research 
institutions, and other potential partners 

 Connected with main educational programmes Animal 
care, Livestock management, Veterinary assistance and 
Horse management 
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Three main themes: 

  

 Life long learning – e.g. courses 

 

 Knowledge and innovation – e.g. Animal 
Welfare Web, innovations in animal 
welfare education (Welfare Quality) 

 

 Green knowledge for citizens – e.g. 
animal lessons for young children 

 

National animal welfare education team  
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Example of project: animal 

welfare course 

 Increasing demand in vocational 
education for education materials on 
animal welfare – students between 16 
and 22 years of age 

 

 

 Dutch Society for the Protection of 
Animals wants to move more towards 
professionalisation and qualifications of 
its staff on animal welfare 
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Online animal welfare 

course 

 Interactive web-based course 

 

Six modules, based on Welfare Quality® principles 
and animal ethics 

 

 

 

Examples for farm, companion and laboratory 
animals 
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Different types of  

learning objects 

Orientation 

Dilemma's and cases 

 Information/theory 

Diagnostic review 

Sources & internetlinks 

 
 

www.groenkennisnet.nl/dierenwelzijnsweb/cursus-

dierenwelzijn 
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Animal welfare Group 

 Coordinating school, being the driving force 
behind the activities of the Animal Welfare Web 
and the national animal welfare education team 

 

  Improving the quality of animal welfare 
education at various levels, including vocational 
and professional education 

 

 Organization of seminars and one day events 
together with professional experts, innovative 
entrepreneurs, lecturers and students to raise 
awareness on animal welfare and societal issues 
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THANK YOU! 

“Sharing knowledge for the 
benefit of all” 

 

Mainly funded by the Dutch 

government 

 

Contact email address:  

marko.ruis@wur.nl 

 


