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Analysis of the equine 

industry

Some studies… 

– D (IPSOS/ FN, 2001; 

Jahresbericht FN, 2009)

– CH (Observatorium, 2007/9)

– F (COST HN, 2008)

– …



Status Quo (European Horse Network 2010)

• 100 billion euros a year economic impact 

• 400 000 full time jobs equivalent provided

• 6 million or more horses in Europe 

• 6 million hectares of permanent grassland given 
over to horse grazing 

• A growing sector: the number of horse riders 
growing by 5% a year

• Weak market for young horses and average 
quality, decreasing number of coverings



Factors

• Economy, agriculture

• Ecology, environment, climate

• Globalisation of market, mobility

• Public view, ethics, animal welfare



• increasing interest in the population towards   

the horse for leisure, sport and therapy use

• horse know-how ↓

• increasing feminisation of the horse world

• great change in the social status of the horse

• strong economical impact of the horse industry

Common points faced with... 



BIODIVERSITY

COMPETITION HORSE

Maximisation of performance

Preservation of health

LEISURE HORSE

Optimisation of costs

Ensure  welfare

DRAFT HORSES

and DONKEYS 

for alternative products

PRESERVATION

ENVIRONMENT

Key challenges for the equine

industry

Martin-Rosset, 2010



View of the 

public

• Distance to nature, 

poor knowledge 

• Critical towards 

performance

• Senisitive for animal 

welfare campaigns

• Controverse and 

emotional discussions



Ethical considerations

= morality of society: right or wrong, good or bad?
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Nature, 7 august 2003

Science, 29 may 2003

Ethical considerations



….

Ethical considerations



Important traits

1. Health

2. Behaviour

3. Performance - Colour and markings

4. Conformation

⇒ Objective description of phenotypes

⇒ Ponderation in breeding programs?



Daily new findings…

Transfer to practice?

Genetics…



Holistic views

Transdisciplinary exchange and research

Education concepts

Networking

Conclusion: what do we need?



Networks?

• FEI, FN

• WBFSH, LIF

• EHN

• ESSA

• EAAP, Interstallion

• Regional Horse Competence Centres

• European riding schools



Players

Public

Politics

Riders

Drivers

Breeders and studs

Horse keepers
Scientists



Partner studs 2012

32 institutions 

in 16 countries

Romsilva 

verwaltet

12 Gestüte und

4 Hengstdepots

in Rumänien

Irish National Stud

Ypäjä Equine College



• Education and Training

• Research network (horse breeding and welfare of the 

horse)

• Marketing and Tourism

• Lobbying European Law

• Exchange of genetic material, specifically of sport 

horses and endangered breeds

ESSA Cooperations & Projects



Current projects

- Behaviour test for foals

→ Lipica, Marbach and Avenches

- Embryo transfer program

→Marbach and Avenches

- Behaviour test for horses

→ France and Avenches

- Education 

→ Germany, Vienna and Avenches

- etc.



Questionnaire

Bachelor thesis Veronika Linsmayer

→ Report September 2012

Objective: ESSA research network 

→ “Win-Win”

for all players



„Berufskrankheiten“

• Je nach spezifischer Belastung :



Thank you

Auftritt der ESSA-

Europaquadrille 

2007 in Mannheim


