Online Teaching and Learning in
Equine Science
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Online education:

e Technology progressed = development of online
education

e Distance education (DE) increasing in HE worldwide

e Aim: to reach potential students that are difficult to serve
on-campus

e Flexible learning — time and location
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MSc/Dip/Cert Equine Science

e Delivered using a blend of online learning methods

e Supported by Edinburgh University’s award winning learning
environments

e Developed for high calibre students interested in flexible career
enhancing education

e |deal for people wishing to gain a world-class award while
maintaining busy professional and personal commitments
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MSc/Dip/Cert Equine Science

Programme structure:

e Delivered part-time over 3 years:
— Year 1 = certificate year
— Year 2 = diploma year

— Year 3 = dissertation year

e The programme has 2 elements:
— A taught element (years 1 and 2)
— A dissertation element (year 3)



Equine Science Online

E-learning programmes require:

e Planning, Structure and Facilitation

e |nteraction and communication, key to engaging students in
online learning

e Building a community of learners



Equine Science Online

Virtual lectures
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Asynchronous communication
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Synchronous communication
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Virtual classrooms

Iinformation Services

e Real-time lectures

e Tutorials

e Students worldwide »
e Live & Archive ﬁ
e Live assessments

= Finding e-books on the catalogue

E-books
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Virtual campus
Easter Bush farm

in Second Life

e Presence
e Sense of community

e R P
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Live tutorial sessions — tutor led

It appears to be a useful tool for classroom communication.
- Student Survey June 2010
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Live discussions — student led

- a useful plac to meet with members of
ow them a lot better as well.

- Student Survey J
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e Ahub

e Meeting place

e Resource centre

e Online community
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Conclusion:

e (Careful construction

e (Quality teaching provision

e (Quality interaction

e Community building

= real, advanced learning can be achieved online!
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Thank you for listening

Equine Science: http://bit.ly/EquineScience
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/EdinburghEquine
Twitter: http://twitter.com/eqscied

Online learning demo: http://www.link.vet.ed.ac.uk/equinescience/demo.htm



