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INTRODUCTION

Sudden death, catastrophic injury, castration or any other event that makes semen collection or mating impossible may
prematurely terminate a stallion’s reproductive life. Epididymal sperm may be the last chance to ensure preservation of
genetic material after injury or death of a valuable male. Viable epididymal sperm can be harvested post-mortem for
possible use in assisted reproductive technologies.

OBJECTIVE

To identify a “window of opportunity ” to collect equine epididymal sperm for subsequent freezing and
determine the influence of prolonged cold storage (4°C) of on post-thaw sperm viability.
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Spermatozoa recovered from stallion epididymis stored at 4°C
for 72 hours maintained the viability. This fact open the
possibility to use epididymal sperm for artificial insemination.
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