Farming factors affecting food
safety and quality in NW Spain.
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Improvement of husbandry conditions is expected to improve animal welfare and food product quality [1]. However, the
standards associated with organic farming do not per se ensure either high levels of animal health and welfare or safe
food products [2]. It is necessary to examine the whole production chain from breeding to meat processing because farm
processes and resultant food product quality are linked through the health of the animal and its disease status.
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* Degenerative proc. = Degenerative processes. ** Inflammatory proc= SEUROP system (grades from S: superior to P: poor) and a visual fatness score
Inflammatory processes. (5 grades from 1: lean to 5: fat) (103/2006/EEC)

PATHOLOGICAL FINDINGS and CONDEMNATIONS: The lower frequency of LIVER ABSCESSES in organic calves may
be related to low fraction of concentrate in the feed ration that can prevent rumen acidosis and liver disorders [3].

Grazing management on organic farms, in contrast to the permanent indoor conditions and standardized parasites-

prophylaxis on intensive farms may explain respectively high and low percentage of PARASITIC INFECTIONS. Over-
crowded and/or poorly ventilated conditions [4] may explain the high incidence of LUNG CONDEMNATIONS caused
by pneumonia in intensive calves. DIGESTIVE TRACT INFECTIONS in organic calves may be associated with diarrhea

or mucosa lesions (due to feeding behavior and supply in outdoor systems) [5].
CLASSIFICATION OF CARCASS: Feed ration of intensively reared animals leads to higher fat deposition.
Homogenous carcass weights on intensive farms may be due to standardized husbandry and management indoor

practices. In contrast, local food, seasonal influence, environmental conditions diversity of rustic breeds on organic

farms lead to heterogeneity in slaughter weights.
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