
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Experiment monitored over 4 weeks.

48 Latxa dairy ewes. Blocked on the basis of:
√ Lactation day and milk yield
√ Milk protein and fat
√ Body weight

EffectEffect ofof alfalfa hay alfalfa hay supplementationsupplementation onon grazinggrazing time time andand milkmilk

parametersparameters in a in a rationedrationed dairydairy sheepsheep grazinggrazing systemsystem

Framework: feeding management of Latxa sheep in spring =
part-time grazing (PTG) + indoor supplementation (forage and concentrate)

CONCLUSIONSCONCLUSIONS
�� In In thisthis systemsystem no no productiveproductive advantageadvantage isis achievedachieved whenwhen offeringoffering more more thanthan 600g alfalfa/600g alfalfa/ dayday ..
�� ResultsResults show show thethe possibilitypossibility toto managemanage grazinggrazing in a PTG in a PTG systemsystem by by reducingreducing indoorindoor feedingfeeding toto
increaseincrease thethe use use ofof locallylocally availableavailable resourcesresources , , withoutwithout compromisingcompromising milkmilk yieldyield andand qualityquality . . 
�� ThisThis managementmanagement couldcould be be interestinginteresting in in areasareas withwith enoughenough pasturepasture availabilityavailability duedue toto itsits positive positive 
effectseffects onon thethe milkmilk conjugatedconjugated linoleiclinoleic acidacid isomerisomer contentcontent (Amores et al., 2009) (Amores et al., 2009) andand costscosts reductionreduction . . 
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RESULTS 
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High AR ewes spent less time 
grazing and used excess 
energy to increase LW.

milk quality
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DMYs and quality: no significant 
differences due to AR.

Low-middle AR ewes had higher 
grazing time which could be to 
cover milk production needs.
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Objective: to assess the effect of alfalfa hay supplementation 
(AR) on grazing behaviour and lactation performance
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♦Treatments ♦Measurements
√ Standarized milk yield (DMYs)
√ Milk fat and protein (CF, CP) 
√ Body live-weight (LW)
√ Grazing time (GT)

♦ Access to pasture: 4 h/d

♦Statistics

√ Fixed effects: AR, 
week and interaction.


