
The effect of the age on the 60-days performance 
test of young mares in Poland

The aim of the work was to explain if the penalty o n performance tests connected with the age 
of tested horses is supported by results obtained b y mares and what is the difference between 
ages groups.

Material and methods
The material consists from results of 160 mares tak ing part in 60-days performance tests in the 

year 2007, in three training centres  during the pe riod from March to November. The data included 
results of following traits: ability to be trained,  temperament, rideability, free jumping, walk, trot and 
gallop evaluated under rider. The analysis of varia nce (procedure GLM of SAS program) was used to 
evaluate the effects of test and age of horses expr essed by the year of the horse birth. 

Results

Table 1. The basis statistic of  data 

Table 2. The least squares means for different ages  groups

Table 3. The highest differences between ages group s

Received results showed that penalty (if any) shoul d be put on the individual traits affected 
by the age group not on the total results of perfor mance test. The highest values for all 
investigated traits were achieved for 5 years old m ares. 
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Aa statistically significant differences in rows for s mall letters for p<0.05; capitals for p<0.01


