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Material and Methods

Framework: Winter shearing = common practice in Meat Production Systems, but lack of data 
regarding its interest for Dairy Sheep Systems.

Objective: to assess the effect of winter shearing sheep during late-pregnancy upon food intake and 
the main productive parameters in the Latxa dairy sheep

Shearing date

109 days post-AI

100 days post-AI32322004-05

28282003-04

ShornControlN sheep

Feeding management in lots:

Grass silage ad libitum +

Luzerne hay: 820 gr/sheep/d.

Commmercial concentrate: 800 gr/sheep/d.

Measurements:

Dry matter intake

Individual body weight evolution

Milk yield and

Milk protein and fat content

Statistics:

Variables analysed using the GLM proc of 
SAS

Results and conclusions

Contact: rruiz@neiker.net
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►► WinterWinter shearingshearing increasedincreased DMI DMI butbut diddid notnot improveimprove milkingmilking
performanceperformance

Shearing did not significantly affect
milk yield, milk fat content or milk
protein content

Shearing significantly increased
grass silage DMI (10.2%) but BW 
evolution was unchanged 
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