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Carcasses of heavier lambs showed better conformation, higher faCarcasses of heavier lambs showed better conformation, higher fatness degree and redder meat.tness degree and redder meat.

The range of carcass characteristics found in the current studyThe range of carcass characteristics found in the current study would would 
confirm the commercial viability of the three slaughter LW.confirm the commercial viability of the three slaughter LW.

It suggests a true possibility of opening new markets and recovIt suggests a true possibility of opening new markets and recovering ering 
certain traditional products whose production had been abandonedcertain traditional products whose production had been abandoned..

MATERIALS AND METHODSMATERIALS AND METHODS

RESULTSRESULTS

To prospect the diversification of lamb productionTo prospect the diversification of lamb production

To characterize carcasses of lambs slaughtered at three To characterize carcasses of lambs slaughtered at three 

different livedifferent live--weights (LW): 9weights (LW): 9--12, 2012, 20--24 and 2824 and 28--35 kg35 kg
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Carcase shrink (%)Carcase shrink (%)

Carcass dressing percentageCarcass dressing percentage##

Carcass mesentericCarcass mesenteric--omentalomental fat (g)fat (g)

Carcass mesentericCarcass mesenteric--omentalomental fat (%)fat (%)

Carcass pelvicCarcass pelvic--renal fat (g)renal fat (g)

Carcass pelvicCarcass pelvic--renal fat (%)renal fat (%)

Joints of first commercial category (%)Joints of first commercial category (%)

Carcass pHCarcass pH

99--12 kg12 kg

2.632.63

55.255.2

193.0193.0

56.456.4

154.4154.4

43.743.7

59.959.9

5.495.49

# Dressing percentage = Hot carcass weight / LW at slaughter# Dressing percentage = Hot carcass weight / LW at slaughter..

2020--24 kg24 kg

2.302.30

52.952.9

508.5508.5

65.365.3

279.5279.5

34.834.8

60.160.1
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LW LW atat SLAUGHTER SLAUGHTER 2828--35 kg35 kg

2.332.33

50.750.7

1351.51351.5

67.967.9
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5.485.48
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It It decreseddecresed as as slaugtherslaugther LW increased.LW increased.

The The lighestlighest animals reached the highest animals reached the highest 
pelvicpelvic--renal and the lowest mesentericrenal and the lowest mesenteric--
omentalomental fat percentage.fat percentage.

It increased with slaughter LW.It increased with slaughter LW.


