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Situation of the 56 farms (year 2003)
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1/ Structure: ewes and farm area
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Organic :
-Smaller area
-Smaller flock size

0
100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900

1000
1100

20 50 80 110 140 170 200 230



56th Annual Meeting of EAAP June 5-8, 2005, Uppsala               Organic sheep farms Benoit M. INRA France

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0.4 0.7 0.9 1.2 1.4 1.7 1.9

2/ %Fodder area/AA and stocking rate (LU/Ha)

P

M

average
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Plain Organic:
• Not so much crops 
• More sown pastures
• Stocking rate 

maintained

Mountain Organic:
•Stocking rate -20%
•More crops
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3/ Numerical Productivity and out of season lambing index
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average
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26133Conv

41129Org

42144Conv

IndexNum Prod

0

1 0

0 5

Plain
Mountain
Organic

,��
��
�
����
������	
-��
.


/��
����
+

Mountain Organic:
•Large range of  % of
out of season lambing
•Large range of 
Num. Prod. levels

Plain Organic:
•Lower Num.Prod
•Low out of season

index

Organic Farms:
•Not very high level
of Num.Prod (plain)
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4/ Weight and price of the lambs

P

M

average

5.3417.3Org

5.4418.3Conv

5.3816.1Org
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105 €/lamb

90 €

70 €

. Large range 
of prices

. Lower weights

Added value/conv
=>
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Mountain Plain

€/kg Added value Organic/Conv 
(without just converting farms)+30%

+17% +15%
+21%

+6%+8%

-0.5%
+4%
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High price of lamb carcass in Plain (conventional)
in 2002 and 2003 : 5.7 and 5.5 €/kg
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5/ Price and quantities of concentrates
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average

153 (=)0.283(+79%)Org

1520.158Conv

160(-15%)0.304(+65%)Org

1890.184Conv
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• Consumption
remains high
(plain)

• Very high price
(+70%)

Dryness conditions 
in mountain in 2003
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6/ Gross Margin/ewe and numerical productiv.
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average

123 (-8%)72(-23%)Org

13394Conv

129 (-10%)52(-29%)Org

14473Conv
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Dryness conditions 
in mountain in 2003

•Importance of
concentrates use 

•Large range 
of results

•Some disastrous
results
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7/ Net Income/worker and Gross margin/ewe
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•Usual relation
between these 
2 criteria

•Mountain Organic:
weaker relation
(subsidies)

•Plain organic:
Lower gross margin
Lower size; less crops
-> lower income
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Conclusion
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